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Texans with Disabilities SPEAK OUT

CTD at the 2011 Texas Legislature:
Successful? No. Valuable? Yes.
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report just released i n oAnics\ictomes in comnudity sejviaes, but forthe mastf
seen claiming great things in the Capitol. As advocatpaifiprcommunity services did not gain or lose ground. Se
Texans with disabilities, CTDtidaiming asuccessful i ng t hat we had a success
session. CTDnisttaking a victory lap. We respect our However, did CTD work hard to brangn#icant value to
members and supporters and our intent with this CTDmembers and supportecsdating new collaborations,

Legislative Report is to speak the truth without inflate@nergizing many people to take action, passing good bill
claims. In January, CTD goals included neffectos  killing bad ideas, improving the budget, protecting critica
community services, higher pay for community attendenss?

reducing the number of expensive state supported liviagsolutely! Keep reading our quick and easy report to
centers (SSLCs) and recapturing the civil rights promiseelByr n mor e é

t he ADA. Well, those | ow wages havendt changed,



State Budget 20223: Funding for Disability Services

CTD members identified funding for disability servites @sahey in the Legislature. What we
know:

% Texas is a growing state with an a growing need for essential services

% There is a $27 billion shortfall between projected state revenues and the cost of maintaining
services

% State |l eaders vowed to approve a budget |
to what money was available rather than increasing revenue or tapping into the savings acc
the Rainy Day Fund.

% Far from being a keghvices state, Texas currently r&mksd®munity services for people with
disabilities.

The first version of the budget would have left Health & Human Services, which includes mo
services, $16 billion short of maintaining current services.

One vy e ar adeogates focGs€doa this coming disastby teaming up with ADAPT to
caconvene the filstivocates Round Tablea collaboration of aging and disability advocacy group
which combined their efforts as leverage and focused solely on funding for services. From the
and our partnemganized more rallies and engaged more peoptean ever before to make their
voices heard. As the budget crisis drew more media coverage, CTD became arguably the dise
first sought out for media quotes and comments. Check out the report boxes over the next pa
highlights of outreach/collaborations, rallies, consumer communications, media and partners.

Bottom line is thieal budget is bad will reduce services
; , le with Only one protest to

and doe§ no't actor in more people WI'[. .more needs. AS aoomy
as that is, thlesaster was averted and billions were put |52755055 Ve
backin. Politicians are claiming otherwise, but most of [Eataeel iz @ ap Bl
Rainy Day Funchas been spent or committed. This lea@&:u@/iesai=lE=e e
a unique situation that we are callMgdtvaid IOU. a proposal affecting elderly and disa
Although the Legislature has slashed the budget, they Haue stifl- -1 A EIAESE

: : | Alternatives programauld pay
instructed state agencies to serve the same number o -

attendants a lowerwage That 6
This will make the money run out before the end of they BUGSIRE &= oo i 0 e o e
period, leaving a $4.8 billion hole, or IOU, to be paid byl e 5107 e eelt |6 F ol o)t ol=0)!
2013 Legislature. We are OK with this solution. Why? [BéuziERE siibncieier
the alternative would completely @greftes to many peopié et Sl e e sl
and hugely reduce servic Dallas Morning News Trail Blazers

. : L 041311
merits our close attention and monitoring.

Il CTD Leqislative Timeline -
B8 04-16-10 The Advocates Round Table (ART) is created, bringing disability & aging groups together under
common name & message 2




No one group worked alone on any state budget issue, so it is difficult for any group to own an
we can say that CTD was the key advocate leader for the following outcomes:

[ Puttingb33 million back in the pockets of attendantbyreversing the CBA wage cut

] Restoration 828 million of DARS fundingor comprehensive rehab services, vocational rehak
bl ind childrends program, kids with auti s
Governor

] with the Hogg Foundation for Mental &attiilion for the expansion of the @ildpatient
Competency Restorationa communiyased program for people with mental illness in the crir
justice system.

CTD was among the advocate leaders for
7 No one currently receiving Medicaid services being completely cuysee Medicaid IOU above)

1 Significant, though not fafitoration of specialized therapiesn Medicaid waivers
7 $21 million increasdan Promoting Independence community services slots

OCTD, ADAPT a

NOW!, Kudos on a terrific rall
crafted, inspiring and a life ch
experience. Individuals will b
more active in their efforts an
others in their communities to
more i1 nvolved

--Jaime Duran, Texas Advang
Leadership and Advocacy
Conference Coordinator,
030211

1,000 Advocates in front of the Capitol at
the March for Independenc€)1-03

oln 2011, fighting for funding for communi
recession, the prevailing mindset of limited government and political ambitions combined o se
services. CTD and our partners worked hard and long to make the best of a very bad situation.
margin of error. To all who participated in a Capitol rally, supported an advocacy organizatah al
a |l egislator; thank you because YOU made a
-- Dennis Borel, CTD Executive Director since 2000

I CTD Legislative Timeline
~#09-01-10 Invest In Community Rally 200+ Advocates 12-8-10 Faces of Medicaid Press Conference
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IEPENIENLLIMNG POICY _——

For people with disabilities, true independent living is more thanbas®dseityices and supports.
actually includes all aspects of the community.

CTD worked closely with the friends of Tiffany, 31, a person with intellectual disabilities who we
The tragedy of Tiffanyds subsequent death
Alert system, solely because Tiffany was not a child.

In addition to key budget support of DARS programs, CTD worked on bills related to housing,
tion, accessible parking and other issues on independent living.

In independent living, CTD was the key advocate leader

] For HB107®xpansion of the Amber Alert system to include adults with intellectual
disabilities (passed)

MFor HB1021, to add businesses lostomcalg by i1
underutilized businessegHUB) program (not passed)

MFor HB2651, which requires transit authol
for paratransit approval (passed)

1 For HB1473, a bill that prevents misiceessible parkingoy making an altered parking placard
illegal (passed)

CTD was among the advocates

] For HB1481, thespectful languageb i | | , which replaces the
the term ointellectual disabilitiesd (pa:

] For SB37, extending the functionRriotineting Independence Advisory CouncilPIAC) until
2017. As a legislatimeindated body, the PIAC has influenced numerous public policy chang
benefit the independent | iving of peopl e
PIAC. (passed)

] For HB3616 to recognize Octoliexas Disability Awareness Montlipassed)
£4 Opposed HB362%twlish DARSnot passed)

E3 Opposed HB309 to aliawcredits for assisted living and nursing homdsut not accessible,
integrated housing (not passed)

0 CTD CalltTo Actioand @exans with disabilities and their families answered! Advoq
record numbers to educate legislators through phone calls, emails, petitions, Capitol/offic
during hearings to | egislators about ea

These are programs, which make a real difference in the lives of many Texans! Thank y«
call . ¢

_———— Chase Bearden, CTD Director of Advocacy and Community Organizing

~

Jqll CTD Legislative Timeline
% 02-14-11 Invest In Community petition drive delivers 12,000+ signatures to Legislators
03-01-11 Rally For Independence 1,000+ Advo%rates
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Your Right to Accessibility/ Built Environment _

Since the passage of the ADA many of us have enjoyed the luxury of access to sidewalks, b
work; and we have benefitted greatly from accessibility being included during the design/plar
stages, regulation of proper construction practices and enforcement to meet those set stand

CTD worked to educate many legislators on not just the importance of basic accessibility, bu
design that integrates accessibility to a point where all Texans can live, work, worship, and pl
community of their choice.

Each legislative session we find bills thaeakeitdaccessibility standards and threaten the
participation of Texans with disabilities in all areas of their lives.

In accessibility/built environment, CTD was the key advocate leader

L3 Opposed HB2658atmwlish the Texas Accessibility Standardeaving Texans with
disabilities no way to report accessibility issues other then filing a lawsuit under the ADA.
passed)

L3 Opposed HB1859, would abowed churches NOT to meet
the Texas Accessibility Standardshen renovating existing
churches, any new construction, or any schools/business tl
may operate. The state estimated that 500 new constructic
would be built annually without having to meet the accessit
standards. (not passed)

L3 Opposed HB2142 & HB2543, if passed would have deaggoldatien of Interior Design.
Interior Designers play a crucial role in the safety, accessibility and usability of a space, a
conjunction with architects, contractors, and the building owners to ensure the greatest ar
accessibility. In the regulation of Interior Designers they are required by law to learn abot
accessibility and to receive annual CEUs in accessibility. (not passed)

"] For HB283, to ensure that alpfegrounds would be built to be
accessible for not only kids but also parents and grandparents wi
disabilities who would like to take their kids. This bill was withdray
by its author after discovering that the new Federal Accessibility
standards being released later this year will insure that our playgt
are accessible.

IR CTD Legislative Timeline R
). 03-14-11 Texas Families Unite Rally 300+ Advocates 03-22-11 Personal Attendant Coalition of Texas Ral-




Health Care Policy

Thanks to our advocacy partners for
supporting strong disability public policy!

ADAPT

Personal Attendant Coalition of Texas
(PACT)

Community NOW!

Hogg Foundation for Mental Health

Down Syndrome Assn. of Central Texas

Center for Public Policy Priorities

Texas Parent 2 Parent

Disability Rights Texas

League of Women Voters

Texas Physical Therapy Association

al NBQa | 2dza s

Texas Center for Disability Studies

Center for Disability and Development at
A&M

ARC of Texas/Texas Advocates

Blue Sky Abilities

State Independent Living Council (SILC)

Brain Injury Association of Texas

Texas Assn. for Home Care & Hospice

Texas Society of Architects

Accessibility Professionals Association

Texas Assn. for Interior Design

Texas Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of
America

American Council of the Blind of Texas

Texas Association of Centers for
Independent Living (TACIL)

Texas Silver Haired Legislature

+ many individuals, small groups, Capitol

aides and legislators!

CTD Legislative Timeline

Health care is changing. A common theme is that our p
health programs are not sustavigblesimply means that
public health is becoming too expensive to be affordabil
Disability advocates need to be very alert to these disctL
and look for opportunities, for example, to shift away fro
institutions to cesffective community services. Other bill
are changes to current practice.

Several high profile 0st a
seeking a Medicaid block grant or legislation opposing
federal health care reform. Without federal approval, the
bills candt be i mpl emente
political mood.

In health care policy, CTD was the key advocate leader

71 For expansion of Medicaid managed care to the Low
Rio Grande Valley which willadeée7,000
individuals off the Community Based
Alternatives waiting list and provide them services
(passed)

[ For betteaccess to physical therapis{@ot passed)

[ Opposed HB3678, legislatiomnvthatl measure
successn the Medicaid prescription drug prbgram
use of generics rather than health outcomexsf
beneficiaries (not passed)

CTD was among the advocates

71 For SB614, to establisthte commission to oversee
closure and consolidation of state supported
living centers, a bill in which CTD and others gave
input and review. Not passed, we will advocate for th
bill in 2013.

7] For SB4limit restraints in state supported living
centers(passed)

1 For changeadvanced directives lawto require
treatment pending transfer to another health care fac
(study approved)

“H0401MM 52y Q0 2 NBOJ
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04-03-11 & 0404-11 CTD & SILC joint advocacy cgnference 350+ Advocates



Civil Rights —
Texans with disabilities owe much to those who within the past 20 years advocated for the rig|

with disabilities, giving us the voice and basic rights we enjoptedaydlt | ong ago
to discriminate against a person based on their disability.

There wergangerous bills that dealt with architectural barriers and accessibilityn 2001.
This issue area became a major focus @n&CKur separate page for a report on
Accessibility and the Built Environment.

CTD is a recognized leader in rights legislation on voting and the Americans with Disabilities /
Disability advocates must remain cognizant to the fact that if we choose not to speak out abot
civil rights then others will decide them for us!

In civil rights policy, CTD was the key advocate leader

] For HB3562, tmaive the sovereign immunity of the
state for its ADA violations Currently, the State of
Texas claims sovereign immunity in ADA cases and has
prevented persons claiming discrimination based on
disability from having their day in court. This bill has heen
filed at CTD request for several years. Not passed in 2001,
the bill had a committee hearing and we continue to make
inroads.

Senate as a whole in opposition to the bill. Voters wit
disabilities were among the most affected groups in th
bill, required to obtai
testimony the author of thadakpted an
amendment drafted by CTDhat would allow a person Chase Bearden, Jessica Gomez of

with a disability to claim an exemption from the new Disability Rights Texas, Ann McGeehan

. of the Secretary of
requirements. (Passed) Bryson McCall Smith of CTD

CTD was among the advocate leaders in voting rights

E3 Opposed HB 2563 and similaokéempt certain
elections from meeting the requirements of
providing physical access to accessible electronic
voting machines,including nevisual accessibility for
the blind and visually impaired, that provides the same
opportunity for access to cast an independent private ballot:
(Not passed)

H CTD Legislative Timeline
A B--“% 04-05-11 CTD Capitol & Lobby Day for conference advocates
04-06-11 TX Forward Rally (SOS) Save Our State7
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YOU at the Texas State Capitol

Why YOU should engage in public policy

This 2011 Legislative R
over! Now is not the time to take a break, rather org
your community, visit your state legislators in their hq
fice and make sure you are registered and vote in t
el ections. 0Get into p
cause it does, 6 said Ju

: . )
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T he O6Br yan f ami | yRepnleoe Bumar‘mdlstenmo CTD membn

Senate Finance Chairman Steve Ogden

Coalition of Texans with Disabilities: Pledge to You

~ “em) CTD commits to advocate with integrity, in
_/ gence, energy and honesty in the best inte
people with disabilities, families, caregivers and co
CTD promises to never forget nor compromise in a
from our mission: to ensure that people with disabil

live, learn, work, play and participate fully in their co

of choice. Multiple copies of petitions signed by
12,000 Texans were delivered to the
Appropriations Committee

www.cotwd.org
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04-20-11 The Last Supper for Human Services
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